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Trees, wonderful trees,

Waving in the breeze

Birds lay eggs and nest,

Squirrels climb up to rest

5Many fruits to be eaten,

Maple syrup to sweeten

Cool shade from the sun,

Bright leaves by the ton

So if you could please,

10Take care of our trees.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - breeze
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Definition
noun

1. a light or gentle wind.

A breeze feels nice on a hot summer day.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a light or gentle wind.

It was a hot day, but the breeze made it comfortable.

2. (informal) a simple or quickly accomplished task.

Her math homework was a breeze.

intransitive verb

1. to blow a light or gentle wind.

It breezed comfortably during the evening.

2. (informal) to progress or accomplish something quickly or with little effort.

He breezed through the test.

She breezed past the reception desk.

Spanish cognate

brisa: The Spanish word brisa means breeze.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The sun was still shining, and there was a nice breeze coming off of the ocean.

2. He covered his eyes with his hand; the sun was too bright. But the cool breeze kept him at the perfect 
temperature.

3. When we feel a cold breeze, we are feeling the circulation of warm air rising and cool air rushing in to replace 
it.

4. A cool breeze floated off of the ocean. Jessica closed her eyes. She felt so peaceful, like she could fall asleep 
any minute.

5. Kyle looked up at the sky. It was the brightest blue, as far as he could see, absent of a single cloud. He felt a 
very gentle breeze on his skin, warmed by the strong rays of the sun.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - ton
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Definition
noun

1. a unit of weight equal to 2,000 pounds.

An elephant can weigh several tons.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a unit of weight equal to two thousand pounds or 907.185 kilograms, used in the United States 
and Canada; short ton.

2. a unit of weight equal to 2,240 pounds or 1,016.047 kilograms, used in Great Britain; long ton.

3. a unit of interior capacity of ships, equal to one hundred cubic feet or 2.832 cubic meters; 
register ton.

4. a unit of carrying capacity of ships, usu. equal to forty cubic feet or 1.133 cubic meters.

5. a unit used in measuring the displacement of ships, equal to thirty-five cubic feet or a long ton 
of sea water.

6. (informal; often pl.) a very large amount.

tons of money

Spanish cognate

tonelada: The Spanish word tonelada means ton.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The whale can grow to 90 feet long and weigh more than 100 tons. A ton is equal to 2,000 
pounds.

2. T. rex towered over the puny Nano. The king of the dinosaurs stood from 15 to 20 feet high 
and weighed 7 to 8 tons.

3. Trash-o-saurus was sculpted out of a ton of trash! That is equal to 2,000 pounds of garbage-
the amount of trash each person, on average, threw away each year in the late 2000s.
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Wonderful Trees - Figurative Language Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The poet writes, "Birds lay eggs and nest." In this sentence the poet uses "nest" to 

mean

A. a home for birds.

B. a part of a tree.

C. living in and taking care of a nest.

D. a lot of eggs.

2. The poet describes "shade" as 

A. cool.

B. tree.

C. bright.

D. sun.

3. This passage is about

A. the things that trees give us.

B. taking care of trees.

C. the beauty of trees.

D. all of the above.

4. The poet writes, "bright leaves by the ton."  That means

A. there are too many leaves.

B. the leaves are very bright.

C. there are a lot of bright leaves.

D. the tree is losing its leaves.

5. What genre is this passage? How do you know?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.


